


INTRODUCTION

Ten years ago, a momentous event in our history took
place. Jerusalem, together with Hebron, Shechem, Jericho and
other parts of Eretz Israel, were liberated from foreign occup-
ation. During the course of the past ten years, pioneers,
despite all the difficulties and hardships, have gone to
settle in all these liberated arcas.

The 28th Iyar has now become a holiday in the Jewish
calendar, known as Jerusalen Liberation Day. A1l over the
Jewish world, ceremonies and celebrations take place on this
day. In addition to our School's special programme for this
day, we have decided to commemorate this 10th Jerusalem
Liberation Day by bringing out another edition of the Jewish
Studies magazine devoted to Jerusalem.

We should like to taoke this opportunity to thank all
contributors of articles, both published and unpublished and
also to all those who have helped with the production of
this magazine,

Let us all pray for the speedy re-building of the Temple
in Jerusalemn.

C. Simons
R. Taiar
Editors

Note:- The contents of the contributions represent the views
of the authors and do not necessarily correspond to those of
the Editors.

COOOLCCCCULCOCo

The glory of the world is firetz Israel
The glory of Eretz Israel is Jerusalen
The glory of Jerusalem is the Temple

Ramban
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b _Yew Relevant Facts

In this year, the 29th,year of Israeli independence, we celebrate that
State which has for the first time in 2,000yezrs, piven the Jewish People a home
tht they can céll permanent, Jews the world over can now look to Israel in times
of oppression such us that witnessed in the last three decades in Yemen, Hgypt,
Syria, and other countries,kuowing that tlhere at least, all ethnic minorities
are given freedom of worship, and within the confines of the law, may do as they
please,

Israel has great reason to be satisfied with herself, It is as well as
being her 29th birthday, exactly a decade since the Holy City for the Jews,
Jerusalen was liberated ana.put under the sovereiinty of the State of Israel,For
the first time since the éétablishment of the State, Jews visited and prayed at
the Weastern Wall. Two decades on since the Jews were driven out of Bast-Jerusalem
they returned, to an almost totally different city from the one they had left,In
1948 when the Jordanian Arab Legion took over the eastern part of the city, they
undertook & steady and premeditated cdesecration of Jewish holy places. Jordan
systematically begen to eliminate every trace of the city's Jewish past, The Jewi-
sh quarter was laid waste, 58 Synagogues, many of great antiquity were destroyed
or desecrated,Those that were not destroyed were used as toilets, stables, hen-
coops and the like,In the ancient cemetry on the Mount of Olives, hallowed to
Jews for thousands of years, 38,000 of the 50,000 towbstones were torn up to
pave a road, build fences and instal latrines, For 19 years Jerusalem was
bisected by barbed wire and concrete barriers.hirab Legionaries all along the arti-
ficial frontier opened firve at will wounding and killing many,A11l this ended in
Jordan deciding to zo it all the way, ou 5th June 1967, when an artillery
barraze wes opened up onto the western sector of Jerusalem,

Previous to this, in deliberate disregard for the feelings of the Jews
the Temple :iount became a military camp for the Jordanian National Guard.In
contrast, since the 1967 war Jerusalem has been an open city, free to visitors,
no matter of what ethnic beliefs. 411 holy places are iven protection by the
government Bven while the Israel Defence i'orces were fizhting for the City, they
were forbidden to use artillery on any religious sites, even though they were
givinz shelter to units of the Jordanian Aray,

Israel has doue its best throu:shout to enable political and trade links
with her neighbours, In fact this was outlined as lony ago as 1948 in the
Declaration of Independence, "We extend our hand to all neighbouring states
and their peoples in an offer of peace aud zood neighbourliness, and appeal to
them to cstablish bonds of co-operation and muival help with the sovereign
Jewish people settled in its own land,The State of Israel is nrepared to do its
share in a cmmon effort for the advancement of the entire middle-east,"in exainple
of these words being put into practise is the Lllenby bridge, whereby Jordanian
nationals may cross the border far work,etr irvnthier exaeple could be the "Good

feunce" on the Lebanese border, " cantinued




Recently, there has been abcall for an "Internationalised Jerusalem.This
new ploy by the arab zovernments sceus ra.ther'pe:culiar, when one compares this
demzod with their refusal in 1948 to consider this éame proposal by the United
liations, lotwithstanding this, however, but even by their own arzunent, they have
no right to dictate the future of the City.They advocate the setting up of a
Palestinian state in place of Israel owing to the alleged traditional majority
of arabs over jews.Since 1844, however (}:‘:acyclopedia. Britaunica, Calendar of
Palestine 1895 &1909,Govt. Census 1922 & 1931 ete,)to the present day there has
been a Jewish majority in Jerusalem,By simply using their own argument of
majority rule, end with the kmowledge of what a Jerusalem divided would mean,

here's to many more years of Israeli rule in Jerusalem,

D. Greenstein 1.6S
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FROM THE PAGES OF THZ TATMUD

Ten measures of beauty descended to the world, nine were taken by
Jerusalen and one by the rest of the world., (Kiddushin 49p)

) Y i . o P
The Holy One Blessed be He said "I will not enter the heavenlyp
Jerusalen until I can enter the earthly Jerusalem? ' (Ta'anit 5a)
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Everyone who mourns for Jerusalem merits to share in her joy, and
anyone who does not mourn for her will not share in her joy ZTa'anig
30b
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All may be conpelled to go up to Jerusalem, but none may be compelled
to leave it (XKetuboth 110b)
;\/—\/\/Q’\/\_/ Q

He who has not seen Jerusalem in her splendour has never seen a

desirable city in his life. He who has not seen the Temple in its

full construction has never secn a glorious building in his life,
(Sukkah 51b)

T e T T

Jerusalen shall be redeemed only by righteousness (Shabbat 139a)
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THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is more than four thousand years old, it is the holy
city of the Jews and a place sacred both to Christians and Moslenms,
virtually half the world's population regards Jerusalem as being
sanctified in the eyes of their various Gods, small wonder perhaps
that Jerusalem as well as being one of the oldest cities in the world
is also one of the most fought-over,

The first recorded battle for Jerusalen was at the time when it
was conquered by David from the previous inhabitants, the Jebusites.

David made Jerusalem his capital, he built it up and fortified
it; he made it into a city which was holy for the Jews, for in those
days secular and religious government were not clearly separated,
and the capital aubtonatically became the centre of a country's religion,

However, David was mever able to conplete the sanctification of
Jerusalem which he had envisaged, the construction of the temple was
2 task which he failed even to begin. He was a man of war, throughout
his reign there were always battles to be fought with ninor tribes
around Israel. The Bible says that G-d refused to allow him to build
the Temple because he had shed blood, instead this task was left to
his son Solomon.

During Solomon's reign Israel enjoyed a period of prosperity
which it was never again to equal, People flocked to Jerusalem, both
to do business with merchants who obtained their goods from Phonecia
and Tyre - the greatest trading nations of that time, and to pray at
the Temple.

Solomon's death destroyed all this. His son,the foolish and
despotic Rehoboan, tried to force a people already rebelling against
high taxes imposed to pay for the Temple, to their knees. He failed
and the northern kingdons separated from Judah in the south, The
northern kingdoms were lost forever to the Assyrian invaders in the
year 722 BCE, two hundred years after the death of Solomon., In the
year 587 BCE Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, the King and many
prominent citizens were cxecuted by the King of Babylon - Nebuchadnezzman
and many others were deported to Babylon. The Temple was destroyed.

Within fifty years Babylon itsclf had fallen to the Persians
under the rule of Cyrus, Cyrus decreed that the Jews should be
repatriated, and this was done, the Temple was rebuilt and completed
in the year 515 BCE.

Under the Persien rule Israel continucd as a vassal state for
almost two hundred years, In 332 BCE Persia fell to Alexander the
King of Macedonia, Jerusalem became part of his Empire. However, it
was not really affected by this,

Following Alexander's death in 323 BCE his Enpire broke up, two
of his Generals fought for control of tho area, one - Ptoler-y seized
Egypt and the other Seleucus Syria and Seleucia in Babylonia.

Ptolemy finally gained control of Jerusalenm after a series of battles,
and for the next century the Ptolemaic dynasty ruled Jerusalen.

In 198 BCE the Seleucid empire under Antiochus III seized power
in Judah., The Jews were granted almost complete autonomy and freedom
of worship, With the accession of Atiochus IV this changed - he
instituted a policy of Hellenisation - the institution of Greek forms
of worship and ways of life into Judah.

The Temple was turned into a temple to the god Zeus. In 167 BCE
the Jews under an old priest Mattathias the Hasmonean rebelled. When
he died his son Judah - the hammer or the Maccabee took over.

Incredibly they routed the Greek armies sent to subdue them and
they reoccupied the temple mount. This is the story of Hanukah.

Conteee







