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Answer SIZ questions (guestion 1 is not compuisory).
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Jewish Publication Society of America.version.

Choose four of the following passaeges and answer the questiong

set upon then.

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it
upon Isaac his son. What was Abraham about to do? Describe
very briefly what happened subsequently.

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand and they
shall be for frontlets between thine eyes. To what is this
verse referring and what other commandments in the Torah are
referred to as "signs"? Explain the meaning of the words
"between thine eyes".

»sss her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her
to him to wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother
unto her. . :

What commandment is referred to in this verse? Explain briefly
how the alternative to this commandment is performed.

When men let grow their hair in Israel, when the people offer
themselves willingly, Bless ye the L-rd. Of which song is
this the beginning? Briefly describe the victory it
conmenorates. .

Confort ye, comfort ye My people, Saith your G-d. From which
Prophet is this message taken and for what are the people
being comforted? When is this message of comfort read in

the Synagogue service? : L

A woman of valour who can find? For her price is far above
rubies. Give an account of some of the tributes given to a
wonan in this chapter of Proverbs. )

Describe the incident following Noah's planting of a vineyard.
What lesson in filial piety can one learn from this incident?
Observance of the Commandnents of Honour to Parents and of
sending away the mother of a bird. carry the same reward.

What similarities are there between these two commandments?

Describe in detail the instructions Moses gave to the Jews for
the observance of the Korban Fesach (Paschal lamb sacrifice)
in Egypt. What further regulations were to apply in future
years? With reference to this chapter, discuss the other
observances which apply today on Pesach. g

(a) Describe briefly:

(i) WVhat instructions the Torash gives regarding the gathering
of Manna on the Sabbath. )

(ii) Jeremiah warning the people not to carry on the Sabbath.
(iii) How Nehemiah enforced Sabbath observance.-

(b) Discuss the sighificance and importance of the strict
cessation from work on the Sabbath.

Relate the battle with the Amalekites described in the Book
of Exodus. Explain the apparent conflict between the
injunctions given in the Torah for the conduct of war on the
one hand and the command to destroy Amalek on the other.

Page from Specimen Paper for O-level Scripture which I submitted
to Examination Board and it was then approved.
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Answer BOTH questions in Section & and FOUR gquestions in Section B.
Bibles may NOT be used in answering this paper.

SECTION 'Af

Answer both questions in this section.

1. Write notes on FIVE of the following:

3 The laws which apply today on Yom Kippur.

The reason for walled and non-walled Cities celebrating
Purim on different days.

Ecg The Mitzvah of Mezuzah.

Circumcision,

(e) Kiddush on Shabbat.

(£) The four species taken on Sukkot.

(g) The Shema. ’

(h) The removal of Chametz on Erev Pesach.
2s Write notes on FIVE of the following.

The Garden of Eden.

The Korban Pesach (Paschal Lamb Sacrifice),
Payment of workmen in Jewish law.

Blotting out the name of fmalek.

Hannah's song of Praise.

David's desire to build a Temple.

The parable of the vineyard delivered by Isaiah.
How Nehemiah enforced Sabbath observance.
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SECTION 'B!
Answer FOUR questions from this section,
1. (a) Write a brief account of:

(i) Abraham purchasing the Cave of Machpelah,
() The death and burial of Jacob.,

(b) What can we learn from these incidents regarding the
respect that has to be given to the dead?

2, (a) Describe in detail the events leading up to and the
sale of Joseph by his brothers.

(v) What lesson regarding favouritism emerge from these events?

3. (&) What signs did G-d:

(i) +tell Moses to show Pharach.
(ii) show to Jeremiah.

(b) Why did Moses and Jeremiah show reluctance to perform their
missions?

Continued.ao

'
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THE PROBLEM OF EXAMINATIONS

The great interest generated by the accept-
ance of the Syllabuses I had written [or Re-
ligious Knowledge O-level (Joint Matricula-
tion Board) and C.S.E. (North Western
Secondary Schools Examination Board) has
prompted me to write this article.

. The ideal situation for our pupils in
schools and Chadarim would be for them to
learn 7nw? 770 and not for an examination
and certificate or prize at the end of the
course. Failing this ideal, the next best thing
is Lo have examinations set and marked by
persons who are o'nw "7 and we would all
be happy if the only examinations taken by
our children conformed to this standard. Un-
fortunately, however, we know too well that
the majority of our teenage pupils are not
interested in such an examination and are
only prepared to work for ‘O"level (or CSE)
passes, even if this means studying with a
critical and a Christological approach to the
Bible. Tt is within this frame of reference that
one must analyse and consider this entirve
problem and try to find "the best solution
possible in the circumstances.

Until several years ago, the type of ques-
tions which tended to be asked in GCE
examinations inv'olring set books was “What
did A say to B, what did B answer and what
followed from this  conversation?”
format which regularly used to be the entire
question, now become only part of a
question and the remainder of such a ques-
tion is often the type critical
analysis ol the text. Educationally this change
is a great ilnprovemen(, since it prevents a
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By Rabbi Dr. CHIAIM SIMONS, B.S¢., Ph.D.

student [rom just churning out inlorimation,
but instead requires thought and’ assessment
hy the pupil. Tn the case of a subject requir-
ing secular texts (e.g. LEnglish  Literature)
such a change should present no special pro-
blems for the Jewish pupil. Hawever, in the
case of an examination using Biblical texts,
great problems will arise since a non-Jewish
examining body will demand an analysis and
assessment of the text which is certain to be
according to Christian and critical thought.

Such a situation has now arisen with the
Joint Matriculation Board (JMmn).
1978, amongst the various alternative sylla-
buses in' Religious Knowledge, there was one
which required only a knowledge of the text
of selected historical portions of the “Old
Testament” without requiring their theolog-
ical interpretations. In accordance with the
general educational trend of moving
[rom this type of syllabus, this alternative
was abolished as from 1973. The only altern-
which then remained which did not
directly utilise set passages from the “New
Testament” requires a critical and Christo-
logical approach to the Bible. In addition, a
study ol the questions set in previous years
revealed several in which the wording of the
The
to accept that

«'l\V('\y

question itsell is ohjectionable to
were  not  prepared
Jewish pupils studying this course should not
be taught such critical methods.  To quote
from the oflicial minutes of a meeting [ had
with the Board “The examiners could not he
expected to accept  lor
conlessional reasons ignorance in the exam-
ination of

us.
Board

denominational  or

various [acts.”  Obviously a com-
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?p]ctely new syllabus suitable for Jewish can-
“didates was required.

At this stage it is necessary to explain that,
-in addition to the normal syllabuses (mode
‘1) written by the Board, there arc also mode
2 and mode 3 syllabuses.

(Mode 2 means that the syllabus
, drawn up by an individual school
t the question papers are set and marked
iin the normal way by the Board’s examiners.
‘In Mode 3, not'only is the syllabus drawn up
y an individual school, but also the papers
re set and marked by the school and only
the moderation is performed by the Board).
“In the notes issued by the JMB on the pre-
paration of Modes 2 and.3 syllabuses it is
stated that such a syllabus will be expected
to constitute an approach to the subject not
normally found in an existing Mode 1 syl-
labus. One therefore has an opportunity to
prepare a syllabus in Religious Knowledge
giving a Torah approach to the Bible instead
of the critical and Christological approach
required by the Board’s Mode | syllabus.

It is unfortunately not so simple as it may
seem to gain acceptance of such a syllabus
and one has to argue one's case and carefully
explain the aims of the proposed syllabus at
a meeting with examiners of the Board. One
finds that the attitude of the Board is that
their syllabus does not give a Christian or
critical approach to the Bible, but an object-
ive approach (whatever that term may
mean!). In this connection it is of interest
to note that in the syllabus of the CSE exam-
ination in Religious Knowledge (set by the
North Western Secondary School Examin-
ation Board) there are *“Old Testament”
passages which are similar to those in the
JMB O-level examination. However, far from
asserting that it provides an objective ap-
proach to the Bible, the CSE Board clearly

_ tended for

state that the aim of the syllabus is “to
bring children into an encounter with Jesus

Christ”. So much for the JMB claim of
objectivity|l
Obviously it is better to try and gain

acceptance of a Mode 3 syllabus, but due to
various problems such as moderating the
examination, it is very likely that the Board
will only be prepared to accept a Mode 2. Tt
is therefore important to specifically write
into the syllabus and also stress in the meet-
ings and correspondence with the Board that
the required study of the Bible is according
to Rabbinic principles.

_After having publicised my syllabuses, T
received an excellent suggestion from Mr.
Chaim Rosenthal, Director of the Jewish
Schools’ Torah Council in  which he sug-

gested the inclusion of set passages from nmn

An gyaw. It is certainly well worth pursuing
this line, but it is possible that the introduc-
tion of such passages would not be accept-
able to the Board. In this connection I should
mention that when writing these syllabuses,
I used the opportunity to phrase both the
introduction to the syllabus and’ the speci-
men questions (which ~ must accompany a
submitted syllabus) in such a way that the
examination requires an implicit knowledge
of b 3yaw nMn.

In conclusion, Torah examinations undet
the auspices of any non-Jewish organisation
are far from ideal. However, it is impcmtive
to remedy the situation in which our child-
ren are not only sitting examinations in-
non-Jewish pupils, but are zlso
studying material which can have a lasting
damaging effect on them. Under the prevail-
ing conditions, the most practical  solittion
seems to be the writing of alternazive sylla-
buses which give a Torah approuch to the
Bible.

77

e National Union of Hebrew Teachers, dated June 1974.



a2

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF RABBI

L4

;monx: ADLER HOUSE,
#UITON 1066 (4 Lines) TAVIS X SGUARE
: TOC ’

é CABLES:

CHIRABINAT LONDON WG I LONDON, w.c.i
' 4th Oetober, 1973,

Rabbi Dr, Chaim Simoms, BSe., Ph.D.,
Director of Jewiah Studies,
The Kind David High School,
Childwall -Road, Liverpool, Li5 6UZ,

Dear Rabbi Simdna,

Thask you for tde pudlications you sent me. It is obvious
that you have davoted a great deal of time, effort and
thought to the new GCB and C3IE ayllabus. I do hope that
Eadrew classes in partioular will utilise the opportunity
whish you have opened up for thoem. I should be interested
to hsar from you from time to time how the scheme progreases.

With best wishea for the New Year, Je1d aawll e esnm

Iaﬁrs aincerely,

J Y

Dr. uel Jakoboviia
Chiaf Rabdhi




i} Sir,—It has become a big

pro-
. blem (o devise 2 suitable pro-

; gramme_in Torah studies for the

majorily of our leenage pupils in
- this country, At this age, pupils
Aare “exam crazy” and anything
~ that does not lead o a recogniscd
‘examinalion  does  nat interest
them, >

There are, of course, excellent
.examinations  sct by  various
Jewish educational bodies, but
since these do not have \general
. outside recognition, most pupils
are. not interested in them, On
the other hand there .are “Q"
level and CSE examinalions in
Religious Knowledge (or Scrip-
ture Knowledge) which are sct by
the various boards and have out-
side recognition.

[Mowever, these have 1 secular
or non-Jewish orientalion (o the

worlds—an examination which is
both suitable for our pupils and
also has outside recognilion.

I have
labuses in  Religious Knowledge
for both “0" level and CSE which
have been accepted by the Joint
Matriculation Board (“0’" level)

Schools Examination Board (CSE)
and examinalions on (hese syl-
Inbuses will begin in summer,
1974, Everything included in the
CSE syllabus is also included in
the “0" level syllabUs ~ (but ob-
| viously not vice-versa), enabling
prospective candidates (o transfer

| Jewrsh’ exams (o

casily
other.
It is very possible that Jewish
schools and chedarim may be jn.
terested in entering  pupils for
these examinations and copies of
the syllabuses, together with ap.
proved specimen questions, may
therefore be oblained from ne.
i (Rabbi Dr) CHAIM SIMONS,
director of Jewish Stwdies,
The King David Iligh School,
Childwall Road, Liverpool.

Irox.n one syllabus fo the

Bible and are far from suitable
for our pupils. Ideally, one
requires the best of both -

therefore written *syl-

-and the North Weslern Secondary

Jewish Chronicle
28 September 1973







