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Howevwer, as long as the administration of the school demonstrates
a non-positive attitude towards Jewish observances and practices, no progress
can pos sibly be made within the individual JS lessons. We all know the comment
‘repeatedly made in Jewish communities that it is no good for pupils to learn one
thing at their IS lessons and see quite another at home. It is far more serious when
they learn cne thing at the school IS lessons and see the reverse enacted within the
very school itself. Tn fact, a most important factor which influences the attitude
and interest of pupils within the school is the attitude of the administration of the
school towards encouraging Jewish practices and chservances.

If an administration is going to remain at best aloof from Jewish practice,
or worse, decides not to respect Jewish wractice, one cannot expect the pupils to
act any better and any attemph by IS staff to teach these ractices will largely be
nullified. The pupils will naturally consider that the acquisition of Jewish knowledge
regarding Jewish practice has no relevance within the school community itself
and will therefore interpret logically that Jewish practices have no relevance for
"those who are not Rabbis". This in turn will be 2 direct factor in causing pupils
to lose any interest they might have had in JS.

Sadly, the attidue of the administration of the school lsaves much to be
desired in this matter. We shzll therefore go into detzail in this memorandum to
give concrete examples of this attitude towards Jewish practices and cbservances.
Supporting documentation will be quoted or enclesed.

//Abreviations used://

RAC Minutes = Minut»s of the Religious Advisory Committee
JSSA Minutes = Minutes of the Jewish Studies Staff Association

THE ATTITUDE OF THE ADMINISTEA TION IN TH¥ KD HIGH SCHOOL TOWARDS
JEWISH PRACTIC=S AND OBSFRVANCES

Religious Services are a most important part of the curriculum &1 d enable
pupils to put into practice what they learn in their J5 lessons. (The legislatars of
the 1944 Education Act were also fully aware of the importance of religious acts
of worship within the school . timetable.)

However, for pupils from Year 4 upwards, there are NO Jewish services
This means that once a, pupil reaches the age of 14 or so there will be no opportunity
for him to lay tephillin, daven, or hear the reading of the Tora (RAC Minutes:
9.12.75; 3.2.76; 14.9.76; 25.10.76;). Thus, the effect of teaching these subjects
in I8 is largely nullified and pupils start wondering why these subjects were ever
included in the syllabuses. An enquiry with the 4th year boys reveals that almost
ALL have STOPPED laying tephillin. Senicr CERISTIAN pupils, however, DO have
religious services, twice a week.

: : The Junior Jewish Assemblies have on & mumber of occasions been cur-
tailed in length or completely cancelled to make time for such tasks as collecting
dinner money (see below, "Cancellaticn of Periods").

Ud ike ALL other Tewish schools, there is no Mincha service included
in the curriculum. Pupils must give up ther afternocon break every day for Mincha
and credit must be givan here for the 15 or so pupils who daily do make this
sacrifice, Sadly, it must be recorded that neither the Headmaster nor the Deputy
Headmaster ever attend this service which gives rise to the impression that Mincha

Page from Memorandum of the Merseyside Association of Jewish Ministers
to the Committee of Inquiry, dated February 1977.




' N ANALYSIS OF SSULTS OF uule.:\H oTUDIES .\IY_M‘ IN.PTTOT\I TAI’\EN
BY .E’U—PIJ_._, JTTDRT_L\I‘J MG DAVID HIGH SCHCCL FRCM LING DAVID
PRII"IAR.{ SCHOOL
" by Rabbl Dr. Chaim Simons. Director of Jc‘rleh otudles,

.. King David ngh School, Liverpool -

S e o T LAl o January 1976/Shevat 57%6

. Lagt quember an_exarination consisting of questions on -very.
basic Jewish Knowledge was t:ﬂ'en by the 49 pupils (aged M- '12) who had
come up_from_the. K:Lnrr David xruncy School.. that yeares. . -

A.u»a:;alys:.s of the._ a,ps'vers prorluced by these puplls to sonre .of
the questlons is given in fppendix 1. From these results,.a number o
ncluswns can be derived. . IT. SHOULD. BE STRESSED. THAT.
ol CCNCLUY SIONS HAYVE BESN WRITTEN IN SI‘ROWG LANGUAGE, IT
5 ﬁ, N . SAKE OF. GRITICISM BUT. IN..CRDER. TQ.GET AN
$50 THAT. /B MAY TRY AND DI:’ROVE,IT.
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. that such poor ‘results were vmo._ucec1 indicates that thls
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enou’g’l Tine evotm to the teaching of basic Jewish Imowledge?
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~~Ghew school.

(5) Tour Fuplls jolned thie: school from non-jewish Iridary Schools.
_Mheir results were not gwpreciably worse t “the averasze results
of t.‘.e 49 King David Prin _J___S .‘ool pupil :
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Page from my Analysis, dated January 1976.
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Part of letter from my wife to the Committee of Inquir



\quiry. (We had a daughter in the Primary School.)



E5. The JS curriculum should be more tightly controlled
so that the yearly cycle sees a development and not a
repetition of what has gone bhefore.

E6. There should be some external measure of how success-
ful teaching has been, by taking examinations set by
an external organisation such as the Jewish Schools
‘Torah Council and taken by other schools.

High School

E7.  The Jewish origin and character of the School should

2 .be much more strongly emphasised in various ways
including. the following
i) The Head and Deputy Head must be seen to
identify with the Jewish aims of the School and
to be ultimately responsible for Jewish
activities and for much greater cooperation
between the MH and JS Departments. iv)
ii) At the meeting with parents of new entrants in
the summer (when nearly all the 30 non%(ing David : E
new entrants are non~Jewish) the efforts of the
Jewish Community in founding and maintaining v)
the Schools, and even subsidising secular F
activities, should be noted with pride, and
the determination of the Govermors to achieve 4
Jewish as well as secular aims. should be
emphasised.
iii) Every effort should be made by the Head and
Deputy Head to communicate to the non-Jewish
staff the importance of the Jewish activities,

)

Extract from Report of Committee of Inquiry






