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Encyclopedia Judaica, op. cit. vol. 11, Maccabees, Second Book of, cols. 658-660 >°
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Josephus, op. cit., vol.12, chap.7, para.7 7’

25 1Y ,N91IN M 9Y (DY IR, INYKRIN DY D9TI) 7280 72 (ARIDN 5710n) XIS 1> 20 78
 PIDO N P9 02T °

Rabbi David Silverstein. The Miracle of Chanukah, (Orayta) &
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MEGILLAT TAANIT (Heb, lit. “scroll of fastung™ but
see below), a list of 36 days on which there were significant
victories and happy events in the history of the Jews during
the Second Temple. as a result of which the rabbis forbade
fasting on them, as well as, in some cases, the delivery of
memorial addresses for the dead thespedinmg. The title
should therefore be taken as meaning “the scroll of (the
days of prohibited) fusting.”” The work received its present
form close to the time of the destruction of the Second
Temple or at the latest during the Bar Kokhba era. It is
written in Aramaic and with extreme brevity. According to
a tannuitic source (Shab. 13b) it was compiled by
“*Hananiah b. Hezekiah (b. Garon) and his company,” but
the appendix to the megiflah gives the author as Eliezer, the
son of this Hananiah, one of the leading rebels against the
Romans (Jos., Wars, 2:409). S. Zeitlin regards it as a
fiterary remnant of the rebel party, If this is accepted, the
purpose of the fist of viclories was (o strengthen the spirit of
heroism und faith in the success of the revolt. The value of
the megillah for historical research lies in the parallels it
provides to the facts and dates mentioned in Josephus. In
the period following the conclusion of the Talmud a
scholium was appended to the megillah, written in mishnaic
Hebrew and based upon the Hebrew original of |
Maccabees, the talmudic literature, and various oral
traditions unknown from any other source. The historical
value of this appendix is limited. In the course of tme
copyists and editors added notes and explanations, taken in
particular from the Babylonian Talmud, so that two
versions evolved, n Sephardi and an Italian,
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Proceedings of the American Academy for
Jewish Research

oyt

Vol. 48,1981

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF
MEGILLATH ANTIOCHUS®

By ArRYEH KASHER

Most of the scholars who suggested an early date for the
writing of the scroll relied upon one reference in Halachoth
Gedoloth (Venice, 1548 edition, p. 141), which reads as follows:
T RPN 3 n%An 13N ot YHn ma upn ew nva P
“oo MMT? 059 RY YWY, Ginzberg was the first to firmly
negate the value of this quotation. He pointed out another
version of Halachoth Gedoloth (i.e. the Rome MS.), which
contains a significant textual difference; instead of the words
WDWN N3 N2 it reads NYn nhan.

Megillath Benei Hashmonai. They indicate also that it was
Sa'adiah Gaon who had translated the scroll into Arabic, and
who had added to it an introduction and commentary of his

own.™

Harkavy thought that Sa'adiah Gaon was unfamiliar with the
last verses of the scroll, referring to the whole of the
Hasmonean dynasty and to the destruction of the Second
Temple, because, if he had really known them, he would not
have ascribed its composition to the Hasmoneans themselves.®
At first sight, such a claim seems to be quite reasonable, but it
is sufficient to consider Sa'adiah Gaon's introductory words to
the scroll in order to be convinced that he did indeed know the
last verses (see below, note 47).
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It stands to reason that Sa’adia Gaon's great interest in and
involvement with our scroll, as clearly demonstrated by his
Arabic translation and by his introduction and commentary,

In any
case, the first established testimony which ascribed the work to
the Hasmoneans is in the work of Sa'adiah Gaon; such a view
has no foundation in earlier sources. This fact has great
significance in solving the problem of the scroll’s background,
for it may serve as an important argument for assigning its
date to the second half of the eighth century at the earliest,
when Karaism began to flourish.

(A) The '"Oil Miracle” and the Hanukkah festival: It
should be noted that the story of the “'Oil Miracle™ has no
roots in Palestinian Talmudic traditions. This, in itself, sheds
some light on the origins of the scroll; it was not a Palestinian
one.

We can state, therefore, with a great degree of certainty that
Zunz, Levi, Neubauer and Ginzberg were right to place the
writing of the scroll in the Gaonic period. The examination of
its references to different sources proves that it could not have
been written before the second half of the eighth century, and

that only afterwards was its composition associated with the
Hasmoneans. .
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Saadia on the Scroll of the Hasmonaeans

S. Atlas and M. Perimann .
Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research
Vol. 14 (1844), pp. 1-23 (23 pages)

Published by: American Academy for Jewish Research

v

It appears from Saadia's words that he did not write the
introduction to the scroll as a separate work, but took occasion
to write this introduction at the end of his commentary on the
scroll of Esther, as the events of the time of the Maccabeans
are a parallel to those which happened earlier and which Purim
commemorates. Saadia says that the reasons for his writing this
introduction are: first because there are many who don't under-
stand the significance of Hanukkah, and secondly because of
some who reject it entirely (the Karaites). Saadia felt appar-
ently that if it could be proved from the Bible that the success
of the Maccabeans was foretold by prophecy, the significance
of Hanukkah would be enhanced, and its validity placed in the
same rank as the other festivals of the Jewish calendar.

22 14 'on nNim

UNIVERSITY OF %ﬁYLVANIA

The Jewish Quarterly Review

Vol. 6, No. 3, Apr., 1894

Published by: University of Pennsylvania Press
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i263138

. - - And why
is our Chronicle not mentioned in the Talmod snd Midrashim, if it
had existed as early as the schools of Hillel and Shammai ?
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S + As to the addition of the last verses or not, there is no
decisive fact to guide us concerning it. I can only add that the St.
Petersburg M8, with vowel-points and accents has the last verses. In
the Bodleian Library MS. No. 2,333 has not these verses ; in No. 2,498
they are found with the following introductory words : D'PIDBN R¥D)
NIV ®MDVI ORN. Both MSS. come from Yemen. The Western
MBS, viz.,, Nos. 80, 32, 174, and 2,305, have the verses without any
remark.! It is worth while considering that the MS. of St. Peters-
buarg, which is provided with vowel-points and acceats, and divided
into verses, as Saadiah described it, has the last verses ; on the other
hand, would Saadiah have attributed our Seroll to the children of the
Hasmonaus, if the destruction of the Temple had occurred in it?
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TRANSACTIONS

oy ™me

NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF ORIENTALISTS. asw, Lowden

(HELD IN LONDON, 51w ro rars SEPTEMBER 1803.)

EDITED BY

E DELMAR MORGAN,

MONORARY Dhia iRy,

IN TWO VOLUMES.
VOL. I-INDIAN AND ARYAN SECTIONS

A RO U 18

LOXDON:
PRINTED FOR THE COMMITTEE OF THE CONGRESS,
2 ALBYMAKRLE STREET.
1893,

SEMITIC.

Dr. M. Gaster described his forthcoming edition of the Aramaic
Chronicle of the Hasmonmans, sometimes called “ Megillath Antiochos™
This work, according to Dr, Gaster, was composed in the first century
of our ern. The Western manuscripts of it are less correct than those
from South Arabia. The latter manuscripts have the superlinear
vocalisation.
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Jewish Encyclopedia

. —————
THE OOy, MELIGION, LITERATURE, AND U
TOME OF THE JEWISS SROFLE VKON THE
FARLIRNT TIMER TO THE FRESINT DAY

Propwnd b Mase thase Fonr Bunbosd Shdars and Speviclion

D TS TR 4 T TR e R

IRIBUEE MINSEA Fa
Prbets b b—

B il S

ViLume b
AMHARCALYFTIC LITERATURD

BEE OTURRE AEL LUNBER
FUNK AND WAGNALLY COMPANY
MuLOCen

ANTIOCHUS, SCROLL OF (Megillat An-
tiochus): Name of & pseadepigrmpls, written in
Hebrew, deseribing the revolt of the Maccubens,
noil depicting its glorous course,  Sandis (S02-542)
was the st 10 make mention of this Little beok.
He referned to ft as * Ketal Bene Hushmonni ™ { trns.
Inting doubtless the Hebrow “Sefer Bene Hash-
moaal ™), and cited & verse from it (Harkavy, " Zik-
karon la-Rislonim,™ v, 130, 120), which leaves no
donbt coocerning the identity of the Megillah with
this “Deok of the Husmoneans.” But the much-
discuzsel “ Seroll of the House of the Husmoneans ™

which, it is alleged, the * Halakot Ge.

‘¢ Baok of dodot ™ gquotes (middle of the eighth
the Hrsmo- century), is purcly imalginuy: {or not

peans,”  ooly does the mapuseript rend in this

ge, “ Mogiliac Ta'snkt " (“ Haolakos
Gedolot, ™ ed. Militesheimer, p. 615}, but, evon if the
expression. * Megiliat bet Hashmonai,” of the printed
text headopted, the possage would then bear the very
oppesite meuning o the one that bas been dedoced
from It sloce the time of Ruposort. The passage
should be trapsloted . “The oldest of the pupils
of Shummui aml Hillel wrote ' Megillat Bet Hush.
monad,' But up to the preseat time nothing is
kpown of the Megillah; and this stste of incogok-
zance will last until the priest shall appear with the
Urim ancd Thummim.”

The lust words of the ge originate in Neh.
vii. 63, and leave nodoubt conceruiug the obscure

expresion Avmd .-{;y; sinoe the words of Nebemial
or the similar expression,  wlen Elijah shall ap.
pear,” wero wsed to express the dea that what hus
disuppenred, or lies bidden, will some time make ita
reappeamnce (1 Mace. iv, 46; Mek., Beshallal, Wa-
vassa’, B, ed. Weiss, p. 601, This view also nullifies
il speeulation that the Talmud and the Midrsshim
drew upen a * Book of the Hasmoneans.” At soy
rate, It may be neserted that the Megillat Antiochus
was written 8t 8 thoe when even the vaguest recol.
lecting of the Maccabeans had disappeared, Ao nd.
ditional proof of the ssme fact is furnished by the
language aud subjoct mutter of the work itself.
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LeSonénu: A Journal for the Study of the Hebrew Language and
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Published by: Academy of the Hebrew Language
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THE JEWISH QUARTERLY
REVIEW. VOLUME 11...

UNIVERSITY OF YLVANIA
PRE

An Aramaic Text of the Scroll of Antiochus
Author(s): |. Abrahams

Source: The Jewish Quarterly Review, Jan., 1899, Vol. 11, No. 2 (Tan., 1899), pp. 291~
299

Published by: University of Pennsylvania Press

AN ARAMAIC TEXT OF THE SCROLL
OF ANTIOCHUS.

Finally, the title as well as the conclusion of the MS.
shows that it was inserted into the Targum of the Haftara
for the Sabbath occurring during the feast of Chanuka
(Zech. ii. 14). The heading ‘moen 5 DuIn nEGIN occurs
in the Geniza fragment and the words are also used at the
close of the Paris Codex (which M. Israel Levi kindly copied
for me). This heading throws fresh light on the origin of the
Scroll of Antiochus. The Seroll is, in truth, nothing but
an interpolated Targum to a haftara, and must be classed
with some other medieval compilations in Aramaic. That
Targumim to baftaras were used liturgically is shown,
among other evidence, by the Machzor Vitry (ed. Hurwitz,
pp. 165-172), though the Antiochus Targum is a longer
interpolation than these. Such a Targum may have replaced
the older derashoth such as are contained in the Pesikta
Rabbathi (ed. Friedmann, p. 160 a), while, finally, another
replacement occurred and piyutim were substituted for the
Targum.
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Jerome on the Canon
Praefatio Hieronymi In Libros Samuel Et Malachim.

Hic prologus Scripturarum, quasi galeatum principium omnibus libris, quos de Hebraeo
vertimus in Latinum, convenire potest: ut scire valeamus quidquid extra hos est, inter
anokpuga esse ponendum. lgitur Sapientia, quae vulgo Salomonis inscribitur, et Jesu filii
Syrach liber, et Judith, et Tobias, et Pastor, non sunt in Canone. Machabaeorum primum

fibrum, Hebraicum reper!. Secundus, Graecus est: quod ex ipsa quoque ppacel probari

potest.
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0265-0339 — Eusebius Caesariensis — Historia ecclesiastica

The Church History Of Eusebius

TRANSLATED WITH PROLEGOMENA AND NOTES

by

THE REV. ARTHUR CUSHMAN McGIFFERT, Ph.D.

Book I.

Chapter XXV.—His Review of the Canonical Scriptures.

1. When expounding the first Psalm,"”™ he gives a catalogue of the sacred Scriptures of the Old
Testament ™ as follows:

“It should be stated that the canonical books, as the Hebrews have handed them down, are
twenty-1wo; corresponding with the number of their letters.” Farther on he says:

2 “The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis,
but by the Hebrews, from the beginning of the book, Bresith.""” which means, ‘In the beginning’;
Exodus, Welesmoth,'" that is, ‘These are the names’; Leviticus, Wikra, ‘And he called*; Numbers.
Ammesphekodeim; Deuteronomy, Eleaddebareim, *“These are the words’; Jesus, the son of Nave,
Josoue ben Noun; Judges and Ruth, among them in one book, Saphateim; the First and Second of
Kings, among them one, Samouel, that is, “The called of God'; the Third and Fourth of Kings in
one, Wammelch David, that is. ‘The kingdom of David’; of the Chronicles, the First and Second
in one, Dabreiamein, that is, ‘Records of days'; Esdras,”” First and Second in one, Ezra, that is,
*An assistant’; the book of Psalms, Spharthelleim; the Proverbs of Solomon, Meloth; Ecclesiastes,
Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim; Isaiah, Jessia:
Jeremiah, with Lamentations and the epistle in one, Jeremia; Daniel, Daniel; Ezekiel, Jezekiel; Job,
Job; Esther, Esther. And besides these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled Sarbeth
Sabanaiel.”"""” He gives these in the above-mentioned work.
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The Original Language of 1 Maccabees:
A Reexamination

Guy Darshan

Although there are only few detailed studies on this issue, it is universally
accepted that the extant Greek version of 1 Maccabees is a translation from
an original Hebrew text of the book that did not survive.

The two most important ancient testimonies regarding 1 Maccabees are
those of Origen (early third century) and Jerome (late fourth century). The
testimony of Origen, preserved by Eusebius (Historia ecclesiastica 6.25),
listed the books of the Hebrews. Origen then proceeded to mention the
extra-canonical books, including the Hebrew or Aramaic title of the book of
Maccabees: “And outside these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled
Sar béth sabanai el (££w 8¢ TovTwV g0 T0 MukkaPaikd, drep Emyéypantal
Zappnboafavaier).” Many hypotheses have been raised in an attempt to
explain this Greek combination of letters, based on the assumption that the
original Hebrew / Aramaic title was corrupted in the transmission of
Origen’s text.” If this title embodies a positive approach to the Hasmoneans,
it might reflect a Hebrew / Aramaic title such as X °12 9w N2 790 (“book
of the dynasty of the prince of God’s sons™).
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA
JUDAICA

MACCABEES, FIRST BOOK OF (I Maccabees), a
historical work extant in Greek. covering the period of 40
vears from the accession of Antiochus Epiphanes (175
B.C.E.) to the death of Simeon the Hasmonean (135 B.C.E.).
Its name in the Septuagint and in the writings of the Church
Fathers (Eusebius and Clement) is Ta Maxrafaird, i.e..
“Maceabean matters” or “the Book of the Maccabees.”
The original Hebrew name of the book is unknown.
According to Origin it was “‘Sarbeth Sabaniel.” Different
hypotheses have been suggested 1o explain these words,
which should perhaps read: 98 "1390 n°3 "9 (Sefer Beit
Sarevanei El), ) S

The original Hebrew version seems to have disappeared
quite early.

MACCABEES, SECOND BOOK OF (II Maccabees),
known in Greek as Ta Makkafaika, that is, the narratives
about (Judah called) the Maccabee. It was this title which
gave the title to the other books of the *Apocrypha bear-
ing the same name. It is an abridgment of a larger work
of five books written by a *Jason of Cyrene who is other-
wise unknown (see 2:23-28). Traces of the original divi-
sion may be preserved in the similar conclusions in
several chapters (3:40: 7:42: 10:9: 13:26: 15:37-39).
Unlike I *Maccabees which was written in Hebrew, the
original language of this book was Greek;
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Jes-Lin

ENCYCLOPAEDIA
JUDAICA

JOSEPHUS FLAVIUS (c.38-after 100 c.E.), Jewish
historian and one of the chief representatives of Jew-
ish-Hellenistic literature.
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THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS

By Flavius Josephus
Transtated by Willinm Whiston

BOOK XII. Containing The Interval Of A

CHAPTER 7. How Judas Overthrew The Forces OFf Apollonius And
Ui, G ) Their Armies Themselves: And How
When._A Little While Afterwards Lysias And Gorgias Were Beaten He

Went Up To Jerusalem And Purified The Temple.

6. When therefore the generals of Antiochus's armies had been beaten so
often, Judas assembled the people together, and told them, that afier these
many victories which God had given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem.
and purify the temple, and offer the appointed sacrifices. But as soon as he,
with the whole multitude, was come to Jerusalem, and found the temple
deserted, and its gates bumt down, and plants growing in the temple of their
own accord, on account of its desertion, be and those that were with him began
to lament, and were quite confounded at the sight of the temple: so he chose
out some of his soldiers, and gave them order to fight against those guards
that were in the citadel, until he should have purified the temple, When
therefore he had carefully purged it, and had brought in new vessels, the
candlestick. the tuble [of shew-bread|, and the altar [of incense], which were
made of gold, he hung up the veils at the gates, and added doors to them. He
also took down the altar [of bumt-offering], and built a new one of stones that
he gathered together, and not of such as were hewn with iron tools. So on the
five and twenticth day of the month Casleu, which the Macedonians call
Apeliens, they lighted the lamps that were on the candlestick, and offered
incense upon the altar [of incense], and laid the loaves upon the table [of
shew-bread|, and offered burnt-offerings upon the new altar [of bumnt-
offering]. Now it so fell out, that these things were done on the very same day
on which their Divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane
and common use, after three years' time; for 5o it was, that the temple was
made desolate by Antiochus, and so continued for three years. This desolation
happened to the temple in the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth
day of the month Apeliens, and on the hundred fifty and third olympiad: but
it was dedicated anew, on the same day, the twenty-fifth of the month
Apeliens, on the hundred and forty-eighth year, and on the hundred and fifty-
fourth olympiad. And this desolation came to pass according to the prophecy
of Daniel, which was given four hundred and eight vears before; for he
declared that the Macedonians would dissolve that worship [for some time].

7. Now Judas celebrited the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of
the temple for eight days, and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon: but he
feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he henored God, and
delighted them by hymns and psalms, Nay, they were so very glad at the
revival of their customs, when, after & long time of intermission, they
unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it a
law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the
restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time (o this
we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the reason was, because
this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us: and that thence was the name
given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city. and
reared towers of great height against the incursions of enemies, and set guards
therein. He also fortified the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel
against any distresses that might come from our énemies.
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The Miracle of Chanukah

The Mirgcte of Chamibak

Rabbt Dvvtd Stverstein

Regarding the Talmudic account, the Maharal argues that even the Rabbis of Talmud agree that the
central miracle of Chanukah was the military victory. However, the rabbis were fearful that if too much
emphasis were placed on the military defeat, people would attribute the success of the Maccabees to their own
military prowess and not as the result of divine intervention. The miracle of the oil, according 1o the Maharal,
serves as guide for us in interpreting the defeat of the Greeks at the hand of the Jews. Just like the oil was
small in terms of'its quantity (there was only enough for one day) but defied nature and survived for eight
days through the work of God, 50 too, the Jews were small in number and based on classic rules of warfare
should have been defeated in battle. However, as a result of their commitment to the Divine, God helped
facilitate their defear of the Greeks.
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Chanukah Quiz

Q. Why did tmmediate celebrations
take place on the day of deliverance
on Purim, whilst on Chanukah the
celebrations were deferred until the
) year, (Tractate Shabbos

A. It was necessary to wait and see
whether a real victory had been won,
whether our people had returned
wholeheartedly to G-d after having
lived under Greek rule. This could
only become apparent after some time
bad passed. Therefore, Chanukah was
eelebrated a year later, On Purim,
however, there were immediate fes-
tivities to celebrate the miracle, for

the deliverance of the Jewish people
from the physical destruction was ap-
parent to all. (Rabbi Sorotzkin.)

Q. Why is there a special feast or-
:ai';ud for Purim but not for Chanu~
a

A. On Purim we celebrate the
annulment of the decree to destroy
the physical existence of the Jewish
people, which is suitably remembered

by the partaking of a Feast. On
Chnnukah. however, the survival of
the soul of the Jewish people was
threatened. Therefore, we give thanks
to G-d that he saved our L3 by
reciting Hallel, and learning more
Torah. (The Gerer Rehbe.)
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RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSOHN

A letter on Science and Judaism

7 FTER not having heard from you for a long time, I was
P83 pleased to receive regards from you through the young
men of Chabad who visited your community recently in
5] connection with the public lecture. I was gratified to
¥/, hear that you participated in the discussion, but it was
quite a surprise to me to learn that you are still troubled
by the problem of the age of the world as suggested by various scientific
theories which cannot be reconciled with the Torah view that the world is
5722 years old.

I underlined the word theories for it is necessary to bear in mind, first
of all, that science formulates and deals with theories and hypotheses, while
the Torah deals with absolute truths. These are two different disciplines,
where “reconciliation” is entirely out of place.
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