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INTRODUCTION

As part of the programme of Jewish Education Week held in December 1974, the Zionist
Federation Educational Trust arranged a symposium which took place on the evening of Thursday
10th December 2t the Rosh Pinah Primary School in Edgware. The late Mr. Levi Gertner was in
the Chair

The Rev Reuben Turner, Director of the Jewish National Fund Youth and Education
Department had invited me to be a member of the panel and I spoke on "Jewish Education in a
Secondary School” At that time, 1 was the Director of Jewish Studies at the King David High
School in Liverpool

Recently. on going through some old papers of mine, I found a handwritten verbatim text
of my paper at this symposium. On reading it through, 1 see that it seems to be just as relevant
today as it was 20 years ago. I have therefore decided to publish it exactly as it appears in my
papers
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JEWISH EDUCATION IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL

We cam best understand the importance of Jewish schools ‘at secondary level by
somsdenng the stuation if there were no Jewish schools.
The Jewish education of our children would then be limited to Hebrew classes which meet

pus-34

What is more serious, however, is that when boys reach the age of Barmitzvah, they so as

to spesk "graduate” and leave these Hebrew Classes, and, in the case of girls, they leave even
sarter sl As a consequence, the number of teenagers to be found at Hebrew Classes isonly a
very small proportion of the total number.

We can now start to see the importance of Jewish schools at secondary level. Within the
Samework of the school day, one has the opportunity to give pupils in the age range of 11 to 18a
Jewash education programme, as distinct from them having to go to outside classes after school
hours But unless one utilises this opportunity, by giving Jewish subjects a proper allocation of
ime, one can seriously minimise the effect of a Jewish school.

The problems of time allocation usually start at the 4th form level, when the pupils are
already starting to think about O-levels or CSE and an "exam mania" starts to set in, It is very
easy for the school to say, "we must devote all our time to secular studies and allow Jewish
Studies only a negligible amount of time." But is this reasoning correct? Will the exam results of
the pupils suffer if the Jewish studies are given their proper allocation of time within the
framework of the school day?

One only has to look at schools which devote a proper allocation of time to Jewish
Studies and see their exam results. A few examples will suffice:

The Hasmonean Boys School has, in addition to its allocation of Jewish Studies periods
within the school day, a voluntary Yeshivah stream which meets before and after each school day,
and also on Sunday mornings. One only has to look through the GCE results of the boys in this
Yeshivah stream to see lots of pupils who have gained 8, 9 or even 10 O-levels.

You all probably read, about a couple of months ago, in the Jewish press, how 5 pupils of
the Manchester Jewish Grammar School for boys, gained the gold medal of the Duke of
Edinburgh award scheme - and this is at a school which devotes a large amount of time to Jewish
Studies, and also produces excellent secular exam results!

These examples quite clearly show that the exam results will not suffer if the Jewish
Studies is given its proper allocation of time. However, if the converse is done, and the Jewish
Studies is reduced to a negligible time, one will have considerably minimised the effect of a Jewish
school on this age of pupils.

The Jewishness of a Jewish school must not be limited to the Jewish Studies lessons and
forgotten for the remainder of the day. Kipot should not automatically come off the heads of the
pupils as they leave their Jewish Studies classrooms. In this connection, praise is due to the JFS, a
school where the majority of pupils come from non-observant homes. Yet, when walking around
this school, one sees that every male, from the humblest firstformer right up to the headmaster
wear kipot throughout the school day. When entering such a school, one immediately knows that
one is in a Jewish school.

On the walls and in display cabinets throughout the school should be pictures and objects
connected with Judaism and Israel. One should not have to search for a Mezuzah discreetly







