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IX. Adversa eius temporibus haec provenerunt :
fames, de qua diximus, Circi ruina, terrae motus, quo
Rhodiorum et Asiae oppida conciderunt, quae omnia
mirifice instauravit, et Romae incendium, quod tre-

2 centas quadraginta insulas vel domosﬁgbsu‘mnsit. et

Narbonensis civitas et Antiochense oppidum et Car-
fuit et inundatio Tiberis,
apparuit et stella crinita, natus est et biceps puer, et

4uno partu mulieris quinque pueri editi sunt. | visus

est in Arabia iubatus anguis maior solitis, qui se a
cauda medium comedit, lues etiam in Arabia fuit.
hordeum in Moesia in culminibus arborum natum
quattuor praeterea leones mansueti sponte se
capiendos in Arabia praebuerunt. .

— .

IX. The following misfortunes and “prodigies oc-
curred in his reign : the famine, which we have just
mentioned, the collapse of the Circus,% an earth-
quake 7 whereby towns of Rhodes and of Asia were
destroyed—all of which, however, the Emperor re-
stored in splendid fashion,—and a fire at Rome which

consumed three hundred and forty tenements and |

dwellings.® The town of Narbonne. the city of
Antioch, and the forum of Carthage?l also burned.
Besides, the Tiber flooded its banks, a comet was seen,
a two-headed child was born, and a woman gave
birth to quintuplets. There was seen, moreover, in
Arabia, a crested serpent larger than the usual size,
which ate itself from the tail to the middle; and
also in Arabia there was a pestilence, while in Moesia
‘barley sprouted from the tops of trees. And besides
all this, in Arabia four lions grew tame and of their
own accord yielded themselves to capture.

AMMIANTUS
MARCELLINUS

WITH AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY
JOHN C. ROLFE

PH.D., LITT.D.

[ 19. Tune apud Daphnen, amoenum illud et am-
bitiosum Antiochiae suburbanum, visu relatuque
horrendum natum est monstrum, infans ore gemino
cum dentibus binis et barba, quattuorque oculis,
et brevissimis duabus auriculis, qui partus ita dis-
tortus praemonebat rem publicam in statum verti
deformem. 20. Nascuntur huius modi saepe por-
tenta, indicantia rerum variarum eventus, quae
quoniam non expiantur, ut apud veteres publice,

inaudita praetereunt et incognita.

19. At t'hat same time in Daphne, that clmrmiﬁg
and magm_ﬁcent suburb of Antioch, a portent was
__born, horrible to see and to Teport: an infant,

namely, with two heads, two sets of teeth, a beard,
four eyes and two very small ears; and this mis-
shapen birth foretold that the state was turning
into a deformed condition. 20. Portents of this
kind often see the light, as indications of the out-
come of various affairs; but as they are not ex-
piated by public rites, as they were in the time of
our forefathers, they pass by unheard of and
unknown.
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